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Name: Shannon Easton-Carr

Telephone Number:

Email address:

Comments or questions (8,192 
characters max):

I have concerns re: the forever never land festival in 
September in Avila. This festival will make it difficult 
for local residents to get in and out of Avila, and the 
risk of drunk driving by festival attendees poses a 
huge safety risk to our community. I would like to see 
this festival moved out of our county.
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As residents of Avila Beach living in San Luis Bay Estates my wife and I are forwarding the 

following email circulating the community. We are in total agreement!
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We would like Supervisor Adam Hill and the rest of the Board to receive 

the following email prior to the Tuesday meeting:
Forever Never Land

Essentially, this event is known as a “RAVE”.  That is, thousands of “20 somethings” �

fueled by multiple open bars and whatever enhancements they are able to bring 
along, drinking, dancing to multiple bands, and pursuing other behaviors.

A nurse attending the Community Meeting pointed out that once people are at the �

event, they can’t realistically leave and return.  That means that they will probably be 
drinking for eight hours or more.  The nurse’s concern is that our roads will contain a 
lot of drunk drivers.

This monstrosity of an “event” is to be dumped in the center of Avila Beach, our �

valuable and fragile small beach town … which will reap NO benefit from the event.

The vast preponderance of attendees don’t live anywhere near Avila Beach.  They will �

come primarily from the Los Angeles area and the Northern California area. 

The promoters are people from the Los Angeles area.  They stand to make a great �

deal of money from the event.  They have no interest in what happens 
to Avila Beach.  Rather they are interested only in “monetizing” the natural beauty of 
this area.  If, in monetizing it, they also partially destroy it … well, that’s not their 
concern. 

The golf course stands to make up to $80,000 on the event.�

So, there are only two “winners” here:  the promoters and the golf course.  (The �

promoters offer of a $1 a ticket to non-profits is risible, essentially a pittance.  Also, 
see "Important Background" in Sherri's email below.)

But there are hundreds of  “losers”, of course … the residents of this area.�

If we don’t fight this event, and events like it, we will eventually lose the special nature�

of this area … the very thing that drew us here.

If we do value this area, then it is worth fighting for.�

We vote for the people who approve or disapprove events like this.  We need to let �

those people know that our vote depends on how they handle this situation … and 
situations like it in the future.

-- 

Gene
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Dear Sir,
please forward our correspondence to board of supervisors
especially to Adam Hill 

To Whom it may concern, 

As you consider the issue before you today, please know that the OVERWHELMING consensus in our 
community of San Luis Bay Estates is as follows.

The proposed Event ForeverNeverland suggested by Avila Bay Resort to be outrageous and 
obviously a threat  to the infrastructure of our landscape and safety.   
Please consider the following: 

A CROWD OF 3 to 8000 PEOPLE?   Avila Resort has never hosted anything larger than �

4000...(those were daytime events driven by community vendors and attendees).  I cannot 
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imagine why they believe this is an acceptable range and how the fire department and CHP 
could approve 
CONTRADICTORY INFORMATION- The promoters of the  Neverland  website and facebook �

page have conflicting information with regards to camping- even the employees of the Avila 
Resort thought there would be camping

PARKING /SHUTTLING/DRUNK DRIVING - The promoters declare that they are very �

concerned about not having people drink and drive.    Yet they propose the negotiations with 
CalPoly Parking lot which yields over 3000 spaces.  Hmmmm so it seems to me. that all they 
are doing is shuttling drunk party goers from one venue... to a parking  lot where their cars 
wait for them in town.  .  
OUT OF TOWN PROMOTERS & ATTENDEES-  Promoters  have never held this type of �

event- Resort has never held this type of event - Promoters state they expect the largest 
percentage of attendees to be  from out of town.  Promoters are also from out of town and 
have not experienced the impact this type of event has  on this small town.  
When you make your recommendations, please Consider other small towns and the impact �

 this type of event has on it.  ......
Pioneer Days in Chico - Cinco D May in San Luis- St Patrick's Day in San Luis- Most recently, �

 IslaVista Halloween Party turns violent resulting in outrageous damage to public properties.
  

I believe that Avila Resort is pushing the envelope these past few years by changing up the �

type of business they provide.   It used to be a nice contained golf course with a wedding 
every now and then.  the resort has long been hosting the San Luis POPs concert.  (a 
community driven and attended by our population).   It is imposing a new strain of the norm of 
this enormity as opposed to an exception. 
 I'm all about free enterprise, however when it impacts the peaceful existence of my neighbors �

and threatens our safety???  

Now- the primary business they run is a venue for concerts and drinking festivals.  a TEQUILA �

FESTIVAL?  Really?   Ask the business owners in Avila how that went for them.   This coming 
June has a festival concert of sorts for 3 weekends in a row. 

THEIR BUSINESS IS OUR BUSINESS:�

It impacts our traffic, our roads, our parking and especially our safety.  It is eroding the �

landscape and creating an environment contradictory to what drew us all to our town. Avila 
Resort isn't  considering what is best for the community and now insist we just "deal" with it. 

I ask you to consider putting a limit on the number of events like this each year.�

I ask you to consider creating strong laws / rules /ordinances to assuring  there is a balance to �

the kind of activity that ANYONE  in our community can host.  
Please be proactive in the threat of fire/drunk driving with regards to hosting events for our �

small community / our homes.  We should not have to leave our homes every weekend so 
that we can enjoy public spaces.
There are many outdoor spaces in our county  that are equipped and  more appropriate to �

 safely hold events like this.   

Thank you very much for your consideration
BETTY BROWN SHEPARD 
Homeowner in Mallard Green San Luis Bay Estates
   

-- 
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Board of Supervisors 
San Luis Obispo County
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408

Dear Supervisors:

I have been a resident of Avila Beach for the past fifteen years.  The purpose of 
this letter is to express my concern for the proposed "Forever Never Land" 
event in Avila Beach in September.

Whatever the promoters of this event want to call it, in the parlance of �

the people who plan to attend it, it is called a “RAVE”.  That is, 
thousands of “20 somethings” fueled by multiple open bars and 
whatever enhancements they are able to bring along, dancing to 
multiple bands, and pursuing other behaviors.

As a community, we welcome "20 somethings".  What we do not �

welcome is the "rave" nature of the event.  Raves are notorious for 
unexpected and bad outcomes.  That has caused promoters to avoid the 
term "rave".  But this event certainly qualifies for that designation as 
found in the Urban Dictionary.

As one example of the potential for bad outcomes,  a nurse attending �

the Avila Beach Community Center meeting pointed out that once 
people are at the event, they can’t realistically leave and return.  That 
means that they will probably be drinking for eight hours or more.  The 
nurse’s concern is that our roads will contain a lot of drunk drivers.

The promoters of the event have no history of successfully putting on a �

similar event.  The inevitable mistakes they make will likely be paid for 
by the community.

An event of this nature is simply inappropriate for a fragile little beach �

town … which will reap NO real benefit from the event.  

In order to give a "non-profit" flavor to the event", the promoters offer $1 �
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a ticket to local non-profits, but that is almost infinitesimal as a 
percentage of gross sales, and is a pittance compared to what the 
promoters and the golf course will pay themselves.  Importantly, 
donating a tiny percentage of sales to non-profits does not qualify this 
as a non-profit event.

There are only two “winners” here:  the promoters and the golf course.   �

The golf course stands to make up to $80,000 on the event, and certainly 
the promoters plan to make a substantial profit.  The promoters are Los 
Angeles residents who have little reason to be concerned about what 
happens to Avila Beach.  Rather they appear to be interested in 
“monetizing” the natural beauty of this area.  If, in monetizing it, they 
also damage it … they will not be here to live with the result.

There are hundreds of  “losers”, of course … the residents of this area.  �

The potential hazards to our community are many, and include fire 
hazards, traffic hazards, noise hazards, environmental degradation, 
drug hazards, … from people who do not live in this community and 
have no interest in its preservation.

We residents and voters depend upon our elected officials to help us in �

preserving our little community.  Most of us strongly believe that this 
type of event simply does not belong in Avila Beach.

Avila Beach residents are trying to preserve our community.  Outsiders �

are attempting to monetize it and potentially degrade it.  Critically, we 
need to know where our elected officials stand.

Sincerely,

James P. Hilferty
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